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hearted reception of the world-message of Mahatma Gandhi.
That sort of thing may be all very well in India/ people
will say, 'but I can't see it happening over here/ Or,
'Non-violence worked with the British, because we are by
and large a tolerant and just people. It couldn't work
against people like the Nazis or long-range weapons of mass-
destruction like the atom bomb.'
Yet Gandhi is not so much an Eastern as a universal
figure, his philosophy and example are essentially valid for
all humanity or none because they work at a level deeper
than that at which cultural, social and technological varia-
tions are of conclusive importance. To judge Gandhian
pacifism irrelevant because Gandhi was an Indian is not
much more sensible than objecting to Marxism at the outset
on the score that Marx was a German. Five questions, all
obvious but seldom put, will decide whether or not the
Gandhian example is of universal significance: (1) What
were the sources of Gandhi's beliefs? (2) What were those
beliefs? (3) What had Gandhi himself to say about the
world beyond India? (4) What is the judgment of compe-
tent opinion? (5) What is the response of individual cons-
cience? I will try to indicate in what direction answers to
these questions may be found.
Gandhi was a Hindu. But it was essential to his position
that 'though religions are many, Religion is one/ 'My
Hinduism is not sectarian* In includes all that I know to
be best in Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, and Zoroastria-
nism/ It is, therefore, incorrect to speak of the New Testa-
ment and other scriptures as secondary influences on
Gandhi. The three other formative influences from literary
sources were the Christian pacifism of Tolstoy as expressed
in The Kingdom of God is Within You: the visionary com-
munism of Ruskin's Unto This Last (which the author
considered his finest work): and the mystical anarchism of
Thoreau's essay on Civil Disobedience, which supplied not
only the name but much of the substance of this advanced
phase of assertive non-violent direct action* It is a fact, to